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to Arbenz or Allende, you’d immediately get the picture. When you approach 
those situations the way the economic hit men do, instead of threats you 
say, “Mr. President, if you sign off on this loan from the World Bank, a big 
American company is going to get the contract, but your brother owns the 
John Deer franchise here and we’ll see to it that the corporation rents the 
equipment from your brother.” You also make it very clear that the American 
firm will pay $2 million to rent $1 million worth of equipment. So, there is 
a million dollars on the table and the president knows he’s going to get his 
share. Oftentimes, we’d see to it that the president’s children and a bunch of 
other affluent kids got scholarships to the best colleges in the United States, 
and we will hire them as interns at our companies once they graduate. At my 
company, [Boston strategic-consulting firm Chas. T. Main], we had 50 interns 
from places like Iran, Ecuador, Indonesia, Panama, etc.

MM: In your books you often speak of “the geishas” — women employed 
by the corporatocracy who use sex to coerce and blackmail politicians 
and corporate executives. Can you tell me about your experience with the 
geishas? 
JP: The use of sex, in my experience, was very prevalent. In the business world 
and in the diplomatic world, using women is a very effective tool and in most 
cases it is, strictly speaking, not illegal. The majority of the time it is women 
seducing men, but I was trained by Claudine to look at possible ways of getting 
information from women in high positions. If you need important information 
and you know that some diplomat has access to that information, chances are 
his wife does, too. And if you can get through to her, you can usually get the 
information you need. Claudine taught me that the first step of seduction is 
generally successful if a man can convince a woman that he loves her, whereas 
when a woman is seducing a man, “love” is usually not a prerequisite. If you 
aren’t able to get through to a woman using love then, believe it or not, the next 
course of action (for men) is crying. Women really respond to tears, and if you 
say, “Jesus! I’m going to lose my job if don’t figure this out,” she will usually 
give it to you. If that doesn’t work, then the third time around you blackmail 
her. You say, “I’m going to expose our relationship and your marriage will be 
destroyed, and your husband’s career as a diplomat is over.” Regardless of the 
method, we always get the information we need and there is nothing illegal 
about the approach. 

MM: These geishas aren’t your typical run-of-the-mill street urchins are 
they? They sound more like assassins or spies.
JP: More like information-gathering instruments. The geishas are not just 
beautiful women who are persuasive; in fact they are intellectuals, highly trained 
and incredibly effective. These women are not prostitutes. It’s interesting, I was 
recently talking to a guy who fought in WWII, and he was telling me that 
the trouble with today’s military is that they’re all mercenaries; it’s not just the 
Blackwaters that we know are mercenaries. The majority of men and women 
who go off to war these days enlist because they need the money, and in that 
respect they are essentially mercenaries. You could say the same thing about 
these women. Are they prostitutes or are they professionals getting paid to do 
a job that happens to use sex to achieve its objective?

MM: How do you think our forefathers would feel about America’s approach 
toward foreign policy? Is this what they had in mind when they wrote the 
Constitution?
JP: Terrible. I often think about that and how our forefathers stood up against 
the most powerful empire in the history of the world at the time. George 
Washington was probably the wealthiest man in the colony — well, Hancock 
and Jefferson were very wealthy, too — but these guys risked everything. When 
they signed those documents, when they took a stand, they were considered 
traitors and terrorists. If we had lost the Revolution, our forefathers would have 
all been hanged for treason because they believed in a higher principle and they 
believed in creating a better world for our children and our grandchildren. Sadly, 
I think if they’re looking down now they are saying, “What the hell have you 
guys done?” This empire today is run by what I call “the corporatocracy,” which 
if you haven’t figured out by now, is essentially the heads of big multinational 
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corporations. The corporatocracy basically controls our politicians directly 
through their companies or through their major stockholders. They have 
tremendous influence through their lobbyists, and they either outright own 
the mainstream press or they manipulate it through advertising. This isn’t a 
conspiracy. They don’t need to conspire to do this and they aren’t doing anything 
illegal. They are simply driven by one goal: to maximize profits regardless of 
the social and environmental costs. Through subterfuge, the corporatocracy has 
undermined the fundamental principle of this great nation — a government 
of, for and by the people. They’ve circumvented that principle. Today, we have 
a government for and by the lobbyists and the special-interest groups. But 
we can change this, Jordan. The corporatocracy is a group with a common 
goal of maximizing profits, and in that regard they are completely dependent 
on all of us, on all of your readers. All the goods and services they produce 
must be purchased by us. As a result, we have the power to put an end to this 
system. The consumer decides which corporations will make it and which ones 
won’t. Take General Motors, for example: GM is shutting down four of its 
largest plants due to the high demand for energy-efficient automobiles. GM 
was producing gas-guzzling trucks and SUVs that the consumers didn’t want 
anymore. If none of us ever buys a shirt made in a sweatshop again there will be 
no more sweatshops. Or better yet, the current sweatshops will be turned into 
legitimate factories where the laborers get a fair wage and retirement plans.

MM: What can we do?
JP: There is a lot we can do. What if a percentage of the military budget was 
allocated to the corporatocracy to develop new ways to help the starving people 
around the world feed and educate themselves? With a moderate reallocation 
of funds we could create a brand-new economy, but we need to move out of this 
adolescent human viewpoint that says we must colonize, that we must exploit 
others in order for us to get ahead. If we continue on this path, it will be a hell 
of a world — a nasty world — but if we dedicate ourselves to using American 
resources to change this new geopolitical environment, to innovate, we will 
see a great deal of improvement. We, the consumers, have caused tremendous 
change in the corporate world. We have forced corporations to clean up terribly 
polluted rivers, to get rid of aerosol cans that were destroying the ozone layer 
and to fix their policies in terms of hiring minorities and women. Now, we 
need to take it up a notch and go after the very premise that directs these 
corporations so that they can move from a position of maximizing profits 
regardless of the environmental and social cost to an enlightened goal based 
on maximized profits while being environmentally and socially responsible.

MM: Why do you think it’s taken so long for everyone to come around and 
demand change be made?
JP: Today, we have very high fuel prices and suddenly everyone is saying, “Well, 
geez! I’ll take the train instead of driving a car.” But the fact of the matter is that 
a year ago it was just as important to take the train instead of a car because we 
were just as dependent on oil and just as dependent on countries that produce 
oil, but we are suddenly acting now because it’s finally hitting our wallets. It 
should have been hitting our consciousness a year ago. We all do things that 
we know in our hearts we shouldn’t do, but that’s part of the message here: We 
need to look deeper; we need to become more conscious, more aware of the 
impact of everything we do. So, I was an economic hit man, and I have to live 
with that. I am not trying to justify it or rationalize it, but at the time, it was an 
easy thing to do. I was patted on the back by Robert McNamara, president of 
the World Bank and a scholar from Harvard and other prestigious schools. We 
talked exactly about what I did and how it wasn’t considered illegal. In fact, it 
was considered a good thing even though in my heart I knew it wasn’t a good 
thing. At the beginning I could easily justify it, but over the 10 years I did it, 
each year it became harder and I began to see more and more what a bad thing 
it was, and at the end I got out.

MM: How do you feel about the current state of American politics and 
specifically about the 2008 presidential election?
JP: We are in an election year, and it’s important for us to understand that no 
matter who the next president is, he’s not going to be able to do much unless 
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we really push him. The president himself is going to be beholden to some of 
these corporate interests, and we need to send a very strong message to the 
corporations as well as to the politicians that we want a sustainable, peaceful 
and just world.  
	 This is an exciting presidential campaign. We have some very different 
viewpoints coming in from these two candidates, and while I think it’s a 
pivotal moment for American politics, we must be aware that whoever wins 
the U.S. presidential election will invariably be beholden to Congress, the 
mainstream media and, to a large degree, the corporatocracy. I am often struck 
by the fact that Richard Nixon, a president who came across as a hardcore 
conservative and staunch anti-environmentalist, got us out of Vietnam, passed 
the Clean Air Act and a number of other crucial environmental laws. I didn’t 
personally like Nixon, but he did some progressive things because he was 
pushed by the will of the American people. The hippie movement was strong, 
the environmental movement was growing rapidly, the anti-war movement 
was culturally explosive —we pushed, pushed, pushed and we forced a 
conservative president to address some non-conservative issues. Whoever 
the next president is, whether it’s McCain or Obama, we need push him our 
absolute hardest to make sure that he leads the way toward a socially and 
environmentally responsible world, one the future generations of America will 
be proud to inherit.   

MM: How do you feel the Internet has affected the way people get 
information and consume news?
JP: The Internet has revolutionized the way we consume news. There has 
always been a strong craving for real news, but the national news programs 
on NBC, CBS, ABC, CNN — it’s inaccurate, heavily manipulated and 
completely repetitive. These channels don’t accurately report what’s going on 
in the world, and I think the American people really want to know the truth. 
That’s why books like mine do so well and movies like Blood Diamond, Hotel 
Rwanda, Syriana and Al Gore’s film are getting such widespread attention. 
People are craving this type of information and the Internet is providing a 
great opportunity to get unfiltered news that’s being updated 24 hours a day 
by real people with no corporate ties. 

MM: Do you read the blogs?
JP: Yeah. Periodically, I do. There is a lot of great stuff out there. I mean youtube.
com? My God, technology is helping us reach around the world. Confessions 
of an Economic Hit Man is translated in more than 30 languages now. Lately, 
I’ve been doing interviews in China, Indonesia and the Philippines by phone 
and I often ask them where they get their news. Time and time again I hear 
www.democracynow.org. The world is truly united by these common crises: 
climate change, increasing food and oil prices, terrorism, poverty and health 
care. It used to be that Southern California would be impacted by fires or 
drought, but people in New England would be like, “OK, it’s happening again.” 
And   people in New England would impacted by that giant snowstorm, and 
California would be like, “OK, it’s happening again,” but it didn’t really impact 
them, so it certainly didn’t impact people in South Africa. But today, we are 
one global community brought together by a medium that allows us to share 
information freely. The Internet and cell phones are making it so easy for 
people to communicate all over the world.

MM: What is your next book going to be about?
JP: It’s practically written, and it’s more like Confessions of an Economic Hit Man 
in that it’s written more in that narrative style. This is really a trilogy, so you 
get the two bookends and then in the middle you’ve got Secrets of the American 
Empire, which is more of a thesis about what’s really going on. I don’t want to 
specifically talk about the new book because I get a little bit superstitious about 
that, but of the three, it’s my favorite and it talks a lot about my own transition 
and how a lot of the indigenous cultures impacted my own personal struggles. 
And it talks about a very exciting episode that the economic hit men and the 
jackals were involved in. It’s an exciting book and I’m very excited about it, but 
it will be awhile before it comes out. I am not rushing this one.  n
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“With the advent of the Aquarian Age, this new opportunity is available to those who seek to serve their 
fellow human beings. Under the experienced guidance and direction of the Spiritual Hierarchy of our 

planet, the energies of Love and Light and Power can be safely ‘stepped down’. These energies facilitate 
the difficult changes now in progress and speed the transformations leading to a better world for all.”

-Mike Piscitelli
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A PERCENTAGE OF SALES FROM THE ROBERTO COIN JEWELRY FEATURED WILL BE  
DONATED TO YOUTHAIDS, A GLOBAL INITIATIVE DEDICATED TO THE FIGHT AGAINST AIDS.
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